AVMENDATORY  SECTION (Anmending WSBR 02- 14- 074, filed 6/28/02,
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-005 What definitions do | need to know to
understand these rules? Unless a different neaning is clearly
required by the context, the following terns and definitions are

i nportant:
"Advi sory board"” is the state advisory board of plunbers.

"Audit" neans an assessnent, evaluation, exam nation or
investigation of, contractor's accounts, books and records for
the purpose of verifying the contractor's conpliance with RCW
18. 106. 320.

"Backfl ow assenbly"” or "backflow prevention assenbly" or
"backfl ow preventer" is a device as described in the Uniform
Pl umbi ng Code ((that—-s)) used to prevent the ((undesi+able))
undesired reversal of flow of water or other substances through
a cross-connection into the public water system or consuner's
pot abl e wat er system

"Backfl ow assenbly tester” is an individual certified by

the depart nent of health to perform tests to backflow

assenbl i es.

"Continuing education" is approved plunbing and el ectrica
courses for journeyman and residential specialty plunbers, to
neet the requirenents to naintain their plunbing certification
and for trainees or individuals to becone certified plunbers in

Washi ngt on.
"Continuing education course provider" is an entity
approved by the departnent, in consultation with the state

advisory board of plunbers, to provide continuing education
training for journeyman, specialty residential plunbers and
trainees. Al training course providers nust conply with the
requi renents in WAC 296-400A-028.

"Continuity affidavit"” is a form developed by the
departnent that is wused to verify whether nedical gas pipe
installation work has been perforned. This formis provided to
the departnent annually by the person holding the nedical gas
pi ping installer endorsenent and requires the signature of the
enpl oyer of the nedical gas piping installer.

"Contractor" neans any person, corporate or otherw se, who
engages in, or offers or advertises to engage in, any work
covered by the provisions of chapter 18.106 RCW by way of trade
or business, or any person, corporate or otherw se, who enpl oys
anyone, or offers or advertises to enploy anyone, to engage in
any work covered by the provisions of chapter 18.106 RCW and is
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regi stered as a contractor under chapter 18.27 RCW

"Di spatcher" neans the contractor's enpl oyee who authori zed
the work assignnment of the person enployed in violation of
chapter 18.106 RCW

"Departnent” is the departnent of |abor and industries.

"Director” is the director of the departnent of |abor and
i ndustries.

"Journeyman plunber” is anyone who has learned the
commercial plunbing trade and has been issued a journeyman
certificate of conpetency by the departnent. A journeyman

pl unber may work on plunbing projects including residential,
commercial and industrial worksite |ocations.

"Medical gas piping installer” is anyone who has been
issued a nedical gas piping installer endorsenent of conpetency
by the departnent.

"Medi cal gas piping systens" are piping systens that convey
or involve oxygen, nitrous oxide, high pressure nitrogen,
medi cal conpressed air and nedi cal vacuum systens.

"Plunmbing” is that craft involved in installing, altering,
repairing and renovating potable water systens, liquid waste
systenms and nedi cal gas piping systens within a building. The
installation of water softening or water treatnent equipnent
into a water systemis not considered plunbing.

((*

"Records" include, but are not limted to, all bids,
invoices, billing receipts, tine cards and payroll records that
show t he work was perforned, advertised, or bid.

"Specialty plunber” is anyone who has been issued a

specialty plunbers certificate of conpetency by the departnent
[imted to:

(a) Installation, maintenance and repair of plunbing for
single-famly dwellings, duplexes and apartnment buil dings which
do not exceed three stories; or

(b) Maintenance and repair of backflow assenblies | ocated

within a residential or commercial building or structure. For
the purposes of this subsection, "naintenance and repair”
i ncl udes cleaning and replacing internal parts of an assenbly,
but does not include installing or replacing backfl ow

assenbl i es.
"Supervision" for the purpose of these rules neans within

sight or sound. Supervision requirenents are net when the
supervising plunber is on the prem ses and within sight or sound
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of the individual who is being trained.

"Training course provider" is an entity approved by the
departnment, in consultation with the state advisory board of
pl unbers, to provide nedical gas piping installer training. Al
training course providers must conply with the requirenents in
WAC 296- 400A- 026.

"Trainee plunber” is anyone who has been issued a trainee
certificate and is learning or being trained in the plunbing
trade with direct supervision of either a journeyman plunber or
specialty plunber working in their specialty.

AVENDATORY  SECTION (Amending WSR 02-14-074, filed 6/28/02,
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-020 How do | obtain a certificate of
conpet ency? You can obtain a certificate of conpetency by
conpleting the followi ng requirenents for

(1) Journeyman and specialty plunber certificate (excluding
backf | ow assenbly mai nt enance and repair specialty
certification):

(a) Submtting a conpetency exam nation application to the
depart nment;

(b) Paying the examnation fee shown in WAC 296-400A
045(1);

(c) Submtting the required evidence of conpetency and
experience to the departnent as required under WAC 296- 400A- 120
and 296-400A-121; ((and))

(d) Passing the conpetency exam nation; and

(e) Providing docunentation to the departnment W th
continui ng education requirenents.

(2) Backflow assenbly maintenance and repair specialty
certificate:

(a) Submtting a conpetency exam nation application to the
depart nent;

(b) Paying the application and certificate fee shown in WAC
296- 400A- 045(2); and

(c) ((Submtting—therequired—evidence—of—conpetency—to—the
departnent—as—treguired-by WAC 296-400A-122- and

&y)) Passing the conpetency exam nati on.
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AVENDATORY  SECTION (Anending WSR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98
effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296-400A-021 How do | obtain a nedical gas piping
installer endorsenent? (Only journeyman plunbers hol ding active
state of Washi ngton certification my apply for this
endor senent. )

You can obtain a nedical gas piping installer endorsenent
by conpleting the follow ng requirenents:

(1) Submt an application to the departnent; and

(2) Pay the exami nation application fee shown in WAC 296-
400A- 045; and

(3) Submt the required evidence of approved training to
t he departnent; and

(4) Pass t he witten and practi cal conpet ency
exam nati on; *and

(5) Pay the endorsenent issuance fee shown in WAC 296- 400A
045 to the departnent.

At the effective date of these nedical gas piping installer
rules, you may apply for the state of Wshington nedical gas
piping installer endorsenent in lieu of taking the nedical gas
piping installer exam nation, if you hold a current nedical gas
piping installers certificate issued by a departnent recognized

training course provider ((yeu—mray—applyr—For—the—state—of

VVI' | i cal " ; N . Lon)) . Th}s

opportunity to obtain your endorsenent wthout taking the
exam nation will expire one year from the effective date of
t hese nedical gas piping installer rules.

*The written and practical conpetency exam nation is perfornmed
under contract with a nationally recogni zed testing agency. The
results of the conpetency examination will be forwarded to the
departnent for processing.
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NEW SECTI ON

WAC 296-400A-023 What process is required for renewal of
journeyman and residential specialty plunber certificates of
conpetency? (1) An individual nust apply for renewal of their
plumbing certificate before the expiration date of the
certificate. The individual may not apply for renewal nore than
ninety days prior to the expiration date. Renewed certificates
are valid for two years.

(2) An individual may renew their certificate within ninety
days after the expiration date w thout reexamnation if the
i ndi vidual pays the late renewal fee listed in WAC 296- 400A- 045.

(3) Al applications for renewal received nore than ninety
days after the expiration date of the plunbing certificate
require that the plunber pass the appropriate conpetency
exam nation before being recertified.

(4) Al applicants for plunbing certificate renewal nust:

(a) Submit a conplete renewal application;

(b) Pay all appropriate fees; and

(c) Provide accurate evidence on the renewal form that the
i ndi vidual has conpleted the continuing education requirenents
descri bed in chapter 296- 400A WAC.

If an individual files inaccurate or false evidence of
continuing education information when renewing a plunbing
certificate, the individual's plunbing certificate nmay be
suspended or revoked.

(5) A journeyman  or residenti al specialty pl unber
certificate holder who has not conpleted the required hours of
continuing education prior to the renewal date nust pay a
doubl ed fee according to RCW 18.106.070. Also, if the required
hours of continuing education are not conpleted within ninety
days after the expiration date the applicant will be required to
retake the exam nation and pay the appropriate fees prior to
bei ng placed in active status.

(6) An  individual may renew a suspended plunbing
certificate by submtting a conplete renewal application
including obtaining and submitting the continuing education
required for renewal. However, the certificate will remain in a
suspended status for the duration of the suspension period.

(7) An individual my not renew a revoked plunbing
certificate.
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AVENDATORY  SECTION (Anending WSR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98
effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296-400A-026 What training course approval procedures

for nedical gas will the departnent follow? (1) The departnent
will review and approve courses submtted by training course
providers that offer nedical gas piping systens training.
Course approvals will be decided in consultation with the state

advi sory board of plunbers.

(2) Al providers seeking course approval, nust submt the
required information (see subsection (5) of this section) to the
departnent at least thirty days before a regularly schedul ed
advi sory board neeting. No course can be offered as neeting the

requirements of a nmedical gas endorsenent wuntil it has been
approved.

(3) Al mterial required for approval wll be reviewed
wi t hout testinony and the review will be based solely upon the
i nformation submtted. Once reviewed, the departnment has five
working days to give a provider witten notification of
acceptance or rejection. In the case of rejection, the

departnent nust specify its reasons.

(4) If a provider has a course rejected, it may request a
hearing before the advisory board at the next regularly
schedul ed neeti ng. Any information supporting the provider's
position, which was not included with the original approval
request, nust be subnmitted to the board at |east twenty days
before the neeting at which the hearing will be held.

At the hearing, the departnent and the provider may produce
W tnesses and give testinony. The hearing nust be conducted
according to chapter 34.05 RCW The board nust base its
deci sion upon the testinony and evidence presented and nust
notify the parties inmmediately upon reaching its decision. A
majority of the board is necessary to render a decision.

(5) Specific course approval criteria:

(a) Al training courses nust conformto and be based upon
current standards and requirenents governing the installation of
nmedi cal gas pi pi ng systens.

(b) Al course approval requests nust include:

(i) A general description of the course((s)) including its
scope, the instructional materials to be wused and the
instructional nethods to be followed; and

(it) A copy of the conplete nedical gas piping installer
training curriculum and

(iii) A detailed course outline; and
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(1v) The name and qual i fications of t he cour se
instructor(s); and

(v) The locations where the course will be taught; and

(vi) The days and hours the course will be offered; and

(vii) The specific fees associated with the course, as well
as, the total cost of the course.

(c) Al fees for approved training courses nust be
reasonable and in line with fees charged for other conparable
code based training courses.

(6) Training courses are approved for a three-year period.

(7) A provider, whose courses are approved, nust give the
departnment literature describing the courses so the departnent
can ((éissemnate)) share this information to prospective
appl i cants.

(8) It is the responsibility of the provider to annually
review and update its courses and to notify the departnent of
any changes.

(9) The departnment my wthdraw its approval of any
training course if it determines the provider is no longer in
conpliance with the requirenments of this chapter. If the
departnment withdraws its approval of a training course, it nust
give the provider witten notification of the wthdrawal ((+))
specifying the reasons for its decision. If the departnent
withdraws its approval of a training course((+)) the provider
may request a hearing before the advisory board at the next
regularly schedul ed neeting. Any information supporting the
provider's position nust be submtted to the board at | east
twenty days before the neeting at which the hearing wll be
hel d. At the hearing((s)) the departnment and the provider may
produce w tnesses and give testinony. The hearing nust be
conducted according to chapter 34.05 RCW The board nust base
its decision upon the testinony and evidence presented and nust
notify the parties imrediately upon reaching its decision. A
majority of the board is necessary to render a deci sion.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 296-400A-028 What are the requirenents for continuing
educati on and cl assroomtraining?

What are the general and conti nui ng education course
requi rements for journeyman, residential specialty plunbers and
pl unber trainees?

(1) Journeyman, residential plunber and plunber trainee.
(a) To be eligible for renewal of a journeyman plunber or
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residential specialty plunber certificate, the individual nust
have conpleted at |east sixteen hours of approved continuing
education for each two years of the prior certification period.
Individuals will be required in the prior two-year period to
have conpleted at |east eight hours of plunbing code and at
| east four hours of electrical code from the currently aopted
Washi ngton state plunbing and electrical codes. The remai ni ng
four hours may be plunmbing or electrical trade related cl asses.

(b) Plunber trainees nmust conplete at |east eight hours per
year of classroomtraining from an approved continuing education
course for each year of the prior certification period. Trainee
wll be required during a two-year period to conplete at | east
eight hours of plunbing code and at Ileast four hours of
el ectrical code from the currently adopted Washington state
pl unbi ng and el ectrical codes. The renmaining four hours may be
pl unbi ng or electrical trade rel ated cl asses.

(c) Any portion of a year of a prior plunber certification
period is equal to one year for the purposes of the required
conti nui ng educati on.

(2) An individual wll not be given credit for the sane
approved continuing educati on course taken nore than once in the
two years prior to the renewal date. No credit will be granted

for any course not approved by the departnent.

(3) Continuing education requirenents do not apply to
backfl ow specialty plunbers under chapter 18.106 RCW and this
chapter.

Approval process - continuing education course.

(4) The advisory board of plunbers or plunbing board

subcommittee will review each continuing education course. The
advi sory board of plunbers or plunbing board subcomrittee wl|
reconmend approval or disapproval to the departnent. The

departnent will either approve or di sapprove the course.

(5) To be considered for approval, a continuing education
course must consist of not less than two hours of instruction
and nust be open to nonitoring by a representative of the
departnent and/or the plunbing board at no charge. If the
departnent determi nes that the continuing education course does
not neet or exceed the mnimum requirenents for approval, the
department nmay revoke the course approval or reduce the nunber
of credited hours.

(6) Approved courses nust be based on:

(a) Currently adopted edition of the Uniform Plunmbing Code
and National Electrical Code;

(b) Chapters 18.106 or 19.28 RCW or chapters 296-400A or
296- 46B WAC, or

(c) Materials and nethods as they pertain to the industrial
practices of plunbing or electrical construction, building
managenent systens, plunbing or electrical maintenance, or
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wor kpl ace health and safety.

(7) Code-update courses nust be based on the entire
currently adopted Uniform Plunmbing Code or National Electrical
Code.

Application - for continuing education course approval.

(8) Al applications for course approval nust be on forns
provided by the departnent. The plunmbing board and the
departnent will only consider the witten information submtted
with the application when considering approval of the continuing
education training course.

(9) The departnent wll provide continuing education
application forns to sponsors upon request. The course sponsor
must submit an original conpleted application for course
approval and three copies (unless submtted electronically using
departnment prescribed technology) to the departnent. The
departnment nust receive the conplete course application fromthe
sponsor in witing at least forty-five days before the first
cl ass requested for approval is offered.

(10) A conplete application for course approval nust
i ncl ude:

(a) The appropriate course application fee;

(b) Course title, nunber of classroom instruction hours,
and whether the training is open to the public;

(c) Sponsor's nane, address, contact's nane and phone
nunber ;

(d) Course outline (general description of the training
i ncluding specific Uniform Plunbing Code or National Electrical
Code articles referenced);

(e) Lists of resources (texts, references, visual aids);

(f) Nanes and qualifications of instructors. Cour se
instructors nust show prior instructor qualification and
experience simlar to that required by the work force training
and education coordi nating board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW

(g) Any additional docunentation to be considered; and

(h) A sanmple copy of the conpletion certificate issued to
t he course participants.

(11) The course sponsor seeking approval of a continuing
education course will be notified of the subcomittee' s decision
within five days of the conpleted review of the application.

(12) If the application is not approved, the rejection
notice wll include an explanation of the reason(s) for
rejection. | f the course sponsor di sagrees wth the
subconm ttee's decision, the course sponsor may request a
reconsi deration hearing by the full plunbing board. A request
to appeal course rejection nust be received by the departnent
forty-five days before a regularly schedul ed board neeting. The
course sponsor nust submt, to the departnent, any additional
information to be considered during the hearing, in witing, at
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|l east thirty days before the board hearing. The course sponsor
must provide at |least twenty copies of any witten information
to be submtted to the board.

O fering - continuing education course.

(13) The course sponsor may offer an approved course for up
to three years wthout additional approval. However, if the
course is classified as code-update or code-related and a new
edition of the Uniform Plunbi ng Code or National Electrical Code
is adopted wthin the course approval period, the course
approval will be considered automatically revoked and the course
sponsor nust submt a new application for review by the
departnment and approval by the plunbing board subcommittee.

(14) A continuing education course attended or conpleted by
an individual before final approval by the plunbing board
subconm ttee cannot be used to neet the plunbing certificate
renewal requirenents.

Docunent ati on - Washi ngt on appr oved training course
at t endance/ conpl eti on.

(15) The departnment is not responsible for providing
verification of an individual's continuing education history
wi th the course sponsor

(16) The course sponsor nust provide the departnment with an
accurate and typed course attendance/ conpletion roster for each
course given.

(a) The attendance/conpletion roster nust be provided
within thirty days of course conpletion

(b) In addition, the <course sponsor nust provide the
attendance/ conpl etion roster in an electronic format provi ded by
t he departnent.

(c) The attendance/conpletion roster nust show each
participant's nane, Washi ngton certificate nunber, course
nunber, |ocation of course, date of conpletion, and instructor's
name. The typed roster nust contain the signature of the course
sponsor's authorized representative.

(17) If the course sponsor fails to submt the required
attendance/ conpl etion rosters within thirty days of the course
conpletion, the departnment nmay revoke or suspend the course
approval .

(18) Course sponsors nust award a certificate to each
participant conpleting the course from which the participant
will be able to obtain:

(a) Nanme of course sponsor;

(b) Nanme of course;

(c) Date of course;

(d) Course approval nunber

(e) The nunber of continuing education units; and

(f) The type of continuing education units.
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(19) The departnent will only use a copy of the sponsor's
attendance/ conpl etion roster as final evi dence that t he
partici pant conpleted the training course.

(20) The departnment wll keep submtted rosters of the
continuing education courses on file only for audit purposes.
The departnment is not responsible for the original of any
conpletion certificate issued.

Docunent ati on - out - of -state training cour se
att endance/ conpl eti on.

(21) To apply continuing education units earned out-of-
state from course sponsors who do not have state of Washi ngton
approved courses, one of the follow ng conditions nust be net:

(a) The individual nust request that the course sponsor
submit a conplete continuing education course application and
requi rements as described in this section for in-state courses.

Application for course approval wll not be considered nore
than three years after the date of the course.

(b) The departnment nust have entered into a reciprocal
agreenent with the state providing course approval.

The participant nmust provide a copy of an accurate and
conmpleted award or certificate from the course sponsor

i dentifying t he cour se | ocati on, date of conpl eti on,
participant's nane, and Wshington certificate nunber. The
departnment will only accept a copy of the sponsor's certificate

or form as evidence that the participant attended and conpl et ed
t he course.

AVENDATORY  SECTION (Anending WSR 02-14-074, filed 6/28/02
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-030 Do | need a tenporary permt? You need a
tenporary permt if you are an active out-of-state journeyman
plunber or a residential specialty plunber residing in a state
that does not have a reciprocal agreenent w th Wshington and
you would like to work as a plunber in Washingt on((—yed—need—a
tenporary —permit)). Tenporary permts are not issued for
installers of nedical gas piping systens.

Tenporary permts are not issued for the backflow assenbly
mai nt enance and repair specialty((——7Fhus)) Therefore, WAC 296-
400A- 030 t hrough 296-400A-033 do not apply to this specialty.
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AVMENDATORY  SECTION (Anmending WSBR 02- 14- 074, filed 6/28/02,
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-031 How do | qualify for a tenporary permt?
To qualify for a tenporary permt, you nust:

(1) Have an active state-issued journeyman plunbers or a
residential specialty plunber certificate,;

(2) Gve the departnent sufficient qualifying evidence for
a journeyman plunber or a residential specialty plunber
certificate of conpetency;

(3) Never have taken the journeyman or a residential
specialty plunber conpetency exam nation in Wshington state;
and

(4) Not be an apprentice plunber.

AVENDATORY  SECTION (Amending WSBR 02-14-074, filed 6/28/02,
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-035 How can | be placed on inactive status?
To be placed on inactive status, you nust neet these three
requirenents:

(1) You nust currently be a ((ewrently)) certified
pl unber;

(2) Have vyour inactive status request subnmtted and
approved by the departnent prior to the expiration date of your
pl unmbi ng certificate; and

(3) Not be working in the plunbing trade.

| nactive status neans that you are not currently working in
the plunbing trade and you are not required to pay the annual
certificate renewal fee. If you have been in inactive status
for less than five years, you nmay return to active status,
W t hout reexam nation, by paying the reinstatenent fee shown in
WAC 296-400A-045. If you have been in inactive status for five
or nore Yyears, you are required to reapply and pass the
conpet ency exami nation pursuant to WAC 296- 400A- 020 and pay the
appropriate fees shown in WAC 296-400A- 045.

(4) Required to neet a mninmum of sixteen hours continuing
education with four of the hours being in electrical training
bef ore bei ng reinstated.
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AVENDATORY  SECTION (Anending WSR 03-12-045, filed 5/30/03,
effective 6/30/03)

WAC 296-400A-045 What fees wll | have to pay? The
follow ng are the departnent's plunbers fees:

(1) Fees related to journeyman and specialty plunber
certification:

Type of Fee Period Covered by Fee Doallar Amount of Fee

Examination application Per examination $((412-80)) 115.30

((%))Reciprocity application* Per application $((442.80)) 115.30

Trainee certificate* * Oneyear $((33:50)) 34.50

Temporary permit (not applicablefor 90 days $((55-+70)) 57.40

backflow assembly maintenance and

repair specialty)

Journeyman or residential specialty Two years (fee may be prorated $((89:60)) 92.40

certificate*** based on months)

Backflow assembly maintenanceand  Two years (fee may be prorated $((61-909)) 63.80

repair specialty certificate based on months)

Medical gas endorsement Per application $((44-309)) 42.60

examination application

Medical gas endorsement* ** Oneyear $((30-20)) 31.80

((Medical-gasendorsement Lessthanoneyear $2.50 per-month-with-aminimumfee
of $18.00))

Medical gas endorsement examination See note below.

f%* * k%

Medical gas endorsement training See note below.

course feg* ****

Reinstatement fee for residential and $((179-20)) 184.90

journeyman certificates

Reinstatement fee for backflow $((103:20)) 106.50

assembly maintenance and repair
specialty certificates

Replacement fee for all certificates $((45-49)) 15.80
Refund processing fee $25.00
Unsupervised trainee endorsement $25.00

Inactive status fee $25.00

Certified letter fee $25.00
Continuing education new course $150.00

fee* *k k%%

Continuing education renewal course $75.00

f%******
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* Reciprocity application is only alowed for applicants that are applying work experience toward certification that was obtained in
state(s) ((#at)) with which the department has a reciprocity agreement ((with)).
b Thetrainee certificate shall expire one year from the date of issuance and must be renewed on or before the date of expiration.
*kx This fee applies to either the original issuance or a renewal of a certificate. If you have passed the plumbers certificate of
competency examination or the medical gas piping installer endorsement examination and paid the certificate fee, you will be
issued a plumber certificate of competency or amedical gas endorsement that will expire on your birth date.
The annual renewal of a Medical Gas Piping Instdler Endorsement shall include a continuity affidavit verifying that brazing
work has been performed within the past year.
rkk ok This fee is paid directly to a nationally recognized testing agency under contract with the department. It covers the cost of
preparing and administering the written competency examination and the materials necessary to conduct the practical
competency examination required for the medical gas piping system ingtalers endorsement. This fee is not paid to the
department.
Fk ok ko T?\Fi)s feeispaid directly to atraining course provider approved by the department, in consultation with the state advisory board
of plumbers. It covers the cost of providing training courses required for the medical gas piping system installer endorsement.
Thlsfeels not paJd tothedepartment

*kkkkk

)) Thisfeeisfor athreeyear period or code cycle.

(2) If your birth year is:

(a) I'n an even-nunbered year, your certificate will expire
on your birth date in the next even-nunbered year.
(b) I'n an odd-nunbered year, your certificate wll expire

on your birth date in the next odd-nunbered year.

AVENDATORY  SECTION (Anending WSR 02-14-074, filed 6/28/02
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-120 What do | need to know about plunber
trainee certificates (excluding backflow assenbly maintenance
and repair specialty certification)? (1) Journeynman and

specialty plunber trainee certification (({excluding—backilow
asse#bLy—naFnLenanee—and—#epa+#—spee+a#%y—ee#%+¥+ea%+en}))

(a) The departnent issues separate trainee certificates

( (accordingto-the followng schedule-
Certificate Year HoursEmployed AsPlumber Trainee
Eirst Lessthan 2,000 hours

ee})) once a year.

(b) The plunbing trainee may not apply for renewal nore
than ninety days prior to the expiration date. Renewed
certificates are valid for one year.

(c) Al applicants for trainee certificate of renewal nust:

(i) Submt a conplete renewal application;

(ii) Pay all appropriate fees; and

(iii) Provide accurate evidence on the renewal form that
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t he i ndi vi dual has conpl eted t he conti nui ng educati on
requi renents descri bed in chapter 296- 400A WAC,

(d) If an individual files inaccurate or false evidence of
continuing education infornation when renewing a plunbing
trainee certificate, the individual's certificate my be
suspended or revoked.

(e) An individual who has not conpleted the required hours
of continui ng education cannot renew a trainee certificate.

(f) Individuals will not be able to apply to test for
journeynan or specialty residential plunber certificates until
the continuing education requirenents have been net.

(g) If <continuing education hours have not been net,
trainee certificates wll become expired and any experience
obtained by the trainee in expired status will not be credited
toward plunbing certificate application.

(h) An individual may renew an expired certificate of
conpetency by submitting a conplete renewal application
including obtaining and subnmtting the continuing education
requi red for renewal . However, the certificate will remain in
an expired status for the duration of the expired period.

(i) An_ individual nmay not renew a revoked trainee
certificate.

(j) Apprentices registered in an approved program accordi ng
to chapter 49.04 RCW who are obtaining classroom training
consistent with the continuing education requirenents under
chapter 18.106 RCW and this chapter, as approved by the
departnment, are deened to have net the continuing education
requi renents necessary to renew a trainee certificate.

(k) If you are a trainee applying for a journeyman
certificate, you nust conplete a mninmum of two of the required
four years in commercial plunbing experience.

((&)) (1) A certified residential specialty plunber
working on a comrercial job site may work as a journeynman
trainee only if they have a current trainee certificate on their
person while perform ng commercial plunbing work.

((£e))) (M On a job site, the ratio of certified plunbers
to noncertified plunmbers nust be:

(i) One residential specialty plunber or journeyman worKki ng
on a ((speetalty)) residential plunbing job site may supervise
no nore than two trainees.

(ii) One journeyman plunber working on a comercial job
site may supervise no nore than one trainee or one residential
specialty plunber who holds a current trainee certificate

(()) (n) A plunmber trainee who has a current trainee
certificate with the state of Washington and has successfully
conpleted or is enrolled in an approved nedical gas piping
installer training course my wrk on nedical gas piping
syst ens. Wrk may only occur when there is direct supervision
by an active Washington state certified journeyman plunmber wth
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an active nedical gas piping installer endorsenent issued by the
depart nent. Supervision nust be one hundred percent of the
wor ki ng day on a one-to-one ratio.

_(2) ((BaekLLeM+—a§senbLy——n&#a%enanee_—and——pepaLf——speeLaLLy
certification—A tralnee—certificate nust be obtailned by an

or—struecture—)) Trainee work hours. Trainees shall renew the
certificate annually but not nore than ninety days before the
expi rati on date.

(a) An annual fee shall be charged for the issuance or
renewal of the certificate.
(b) The trainee will not be issued a renewed or reinstated

training certificate if the individual owes the departnent noney
as a result of an outstanding final judgnent.

(c) Trainee hours will not be credited if the trai nee owes
out standi ng penalties for violations of this chapter.

(3) At the tine of renewal, the holder shall provide the
departnment with an accurate |list of the holder's enployers in
the plunbing construction industry for the previous annual
peri od. The individual nust submt a conpleted, signed, and
notarized affidavit(s) of experience. The affidavit of
experience nust accurately attest to:

(a) The plunbing installation work perforned for each
enpl oyer the individual worked for in the plunbing trade during
t he previ ous peri od;

(b) The correct plunbing category the individual worked in;

and

(c) The actual nunmber of hours worked in each category,
wor ked under the proper supervision of a Wshington certified
journeyman pl unber or residential specialty plunber.

(4) The trainee should ask each enployer and/ or
apprenticeship-training director for an accurately conpleted,
signed, and notarized affidavit of experience for the previous
certification period. The enployer(s) or apprenticeship
training director(s) nmust provide the previous period' s
affidavit of experience to the individual within twenty days of
t he request.

(5) If hours for previous period are not submtted within
the thirty days after renewing a plunbing training certificate,
the individual may not receive credit for these previous period
hours.
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AVMENDATORY  SECTION (Anmending WSBR 02- 14- 074, filed 6/28/02,
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-121 What do | need to know about trainee
experience and plunber exam nation requirenents for t he
journeyman and specialty plunber (excluding the backflow
assenbly mai ntenance and repair specialty)? (1) If you possess
a trainee certificate:

(a) You may take the residential specialty plunber

exam nation after conpleting 6,000 hours of docunmented training.
(b) You nmy take the journeyman exam nation after
conpl eting 8,000 hours of docunented training which nust include
4,000 hours of conmercial plunbing experience.
(2) Al journeyman trainees mnust work under the direct
supervision of a journeyman plunber until they have conpleted

((Z—%@Q)) 8,000 hours of tralnlng ((A@Le#—eegp#e#+ng—%he—?r§g9

When 8, 000 tralnlng hours have been conpleted the trainee
must take the journeyman exam nation. Any trainee who has
failed the journeyman plunber exam nation cannot retake the
exam nation for at l|east one nonth and nust work under the
di rect supervision of a journeynman plunber until the exam nation
I s passed.

(3) To be eligible for the residential specialty plunber's
exam nation, a residential specialty trainee nust conplete 6,000
hours of training under the direct supervision of either a
certified specialty plunber or a journeyman plunber. Any
residential specialty trainee who has failed the residential

specialty exam nation, cannot retake the examnation for at
| east one nonth and nust work under the direct supervision of a
certified plunber until the exam nation is passed.

(4) ((Amy———eppLLean%———gLpafneeT——7spee+aLLy——prunbe#——je#

mandatory —walting period of —at least four nonths.)) Effective

January 1, 2005, all plunber trainees will be required to neet
the current hour requirenents to test.
(5) Apprentice/trade school endorsenent requirenents. An

i ndi vi dual who has a current journeynman or residential specialty
pl unber trainee certificate and who has successfully conpl eted
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or is currently enrolled in an approved apprenticeship program
or in a technical school program in the plunbing construction
trade in a school approved by the work force training and
education coordinating board, nay work w thout direct on-site
supervision during the last six nonths of neeting the practica

experience requirenents of this chapter. In order to work
without direct on-site supervision applicable to the type
(residenti al or journeyman) of training hours for which
certification is being sought by the individual. Thi s
i ndi vi dual nust obtain an apprentice/trade school trainee
endorsenent by submitting the applicable forns provided by the
department and paying the applicable fees. Thi s individual may
work without direct on-site supervision until he or she receives
the renmmining hours required to be eligible to take the
applicabl e exani nation. This individual may not supervise
trainees. (See RCW 18.106. 070.)

(6) Any appl i cant (trainee, specialty pl unber or
journeyman) who fails an exam nation, will be required to wait
at least until the next schedul ed exam nation date and | ocati on.
Exam nations are held the first Thursday of every nonth, unless
that date falls on a holiday. Appl i cations shall be submtted
and received by the plunbing certification program office two
weeks before the next schedul ed date.

AMENDATORY  SECTION (Amending WSR 02-14-074, filed 6/28/02,
effecti ve 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-122 Wat do | need to know about trainee
experience and the backflow assenbly nmaintenance and repair
specialty exam nation requirenments? (1) A trainee certificate
must be obtained by an individual perform ng backflow assenbly
mai nt enance and repair work ((that)) who is not a certified
pl unber ((provi-ded)). The individual nust work((s)) under the
direct supervision of a certified backflow assenbly maintenance
and repair specialty, journeyman plunber, or residential
specialty plunmber for a mninmm of one hundred percent of each
wor ki ng day while the backfl ow assenbly maintenance and repair
work is being perforned.

(2) Each applicant for a backfl ow assenbly mai ntenance and
repair specialty certificate nust furnish witten evidence that
he or she has a valid backflow assenbly tester certification
adm ni stered and enforced by the departnment of health.

(3) Any applicant who fails an exam nation((s)) wll be

required to wait at |east ((eonre—nonth—before—retaking—the
: L on. : L il I I 1 I
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unti | t he next schedul ed exam nation date and |ocation.

Exam nations are held the first Thursday of every nonth, unless
that date falls on a holiday. In the event of a holiday, the
exam nation will be held on the second Thursday of the nonth.

Applications shall be submtted and received by the plunbing
certification programoffice two weeks before the next schedul ed
exani nati on date.

AVENDATORY  SECTION (Amending WSR 02-14-074, filed 6/28/02,
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-130 What if | make a false statenment or a
material msrepresentation on an application, an enploynment
report or a trainee certificate? (1) Al required applications
and annual statenents of enploynent hours are made under oath.
Maki ng fal se statenents and/or naterial msrepresentations carry
serious conseguences. Any person who know ngly nakes a false
statenment or material msrepresentation on an application, an
affidavit of experience or a trainee certificate may have their
certificate suspended, revoked, and/ or be referred to the county
prosecutor for crimnal prosecution. In addition, t he

departnent may ((subtract—a—raxiHn—of—2-000—enployrent—hours
from—a—tralnee-s—acceptable—total—hours)) issue an infraction

for a violation of this chapter.

3))) The annual statenents of enploynent described in
subsection (1) of this section do not apply to the backfl ow
assenbly mai ntenance and repair specialty certification.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 296-400A-135 How does the departnent enforce trainee
supervi si on? (1) A journeyman plunber on each and every
cormercial job site shall supervise <either a residentia

specialty plunmber with a current plunber trainee card or trainee
with a current plunber trainee card.
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(a) The ratio on each comrercial site shall be not nore
than one residential plunber or one plunber trainee working on
any one job site for every certified journeyman plunber working
as a journeynman plunber on that site.

(b) The tinme of supervision shall be a mninmum of seventy-
five percent of the tinme spent on each and every job site.

(2) A journeyman plunber or residential specialty plunber
on each and every residential specialty job site shall supervise
a plunber trainee with a current plunber trainee card.

(a) The ratio on each residential specialty job site shal
be not nore than two trainees with current plunber trainee cards
on any one residential specialty job site for every certified
journeyman plunber or residential specialty plunber on that
site.

(b) The time of supervision shall be a mninmm of seventy-
five percent of the tine spent on each and every job site.

(3) A journeyman plunber wth current medi cal gas
endor sement may supervise either a residential specialty plunber
with a current trainee card or a plunber trainee with a current
trai nee card.

(a) The residential specialty plunber or the plunber
trainee has to have successfully conpleted or is currently
enrolled in an approved nedical gas piping installer training
course approved by the departnent.

(b) The residential specialty plunber or other plunber
trainee is under the direct supervision of a certified nedica
gas journeyman plunber on one-to-one ratio for one hundred
percent of the tinme on each and every nedical gas site.

(4) A backflow specialty plunber, a journeyman plunber or a
residential specialty plunber shall supervise a backflow trainee
to do nmai ntenance and repair work on every backfl ow assenbly on
potable water systens, inside every comercial or residential
buil ding. The ratio shall be one-to-one for one hundred percent
of the time on every job site.

AVMENDATORY  SECTI ON (Anmending WSBR 02- 14- 074, filed 6/28/02,
effective 7/1/02)

WAC 296-400A-140 How does the departnment enforce plunbers
certification requirenents? The departnment enforces plunber
certification requirements by neans of job-site inspections
conducted by an authorized representative of the departnent

( (conpliance —inspectors)). The ((Hnspeetor)) representative

nmust det erm ne whet her:
(1) Each person doing plunbing work has a proper
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certificate on their person; and

(2) The ratio of certified specialty and/or journeyman
plunbers to certified trainees is correct; and

(3) Each certified trainee is directly supervised by either
a certified specialty plunber or a certified journeyman; and

(4) Persons who are installing nedical gas piping systens
have active nedical gas piping installer endorsenents in
addition to their active plunber certification.

(5 Persons who are certified as backflow assenbly
mai nt enance and repair specialties nust have an active backfl ow
assenbly tester certification fromthe departnent of health.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 296-400A-150 May the departnment audit the records of a
contractor? Yes, for any reason such as: Di spatching, ratio,
supervi si on, excessive hours, and certification. The departnent
may audit the records of contractors as authorized under RCW
18.106. 320 when the departnment has reason to believe that a
violation of the plunbing certification |aws has occurred.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 296-400A-155 Audit of trainee hours. (1) The
departnent, under RCW 18.106.320, nmy audit the enploynment
records of the plunbing contractor or enployer who verified the
pl unmbi ng trai nee hours.

(2) Every contractor mnmust keep a record of trainee
enpl oynent so the departnent may obtain the necessary
information to verify plunbing trai nee work experience.

(a) The contractor nust keep the records of jobs perforned
for a least five years.

(b) Upon request, these records nmust be nade available to
the departnment for inspection within seven business days.

(3) The contractor mnust nmaintain time cards or simlar
records to verify:

(a) The nunber of hours the trainee worked as a supervised
trai nee by category.

(b) The type of plunmbing work the trainee perfornmed (e.g.
comercial or residential).

(4) Any information obtained from the trainee' s contractor
or enployer during the audit wunder the provisions of RCW
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18.106. 320 is confidential and is not open to public inspection
under chapter 42.17 RCW

(5) The departnment's audit may include, but will not be
limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) An audit to determ ne whether the trainee was enpl oyed
by the contractor or enployer during the period for which the
hours were submtted, the actual nunmber of hours the trainee
wor ked, and the category of plunbing work perforned; and

(b) An audit covering a specific time period and
exam nation of a contractor's or enployer's books and records
whi ch may include their reporting of the trainee's payroll hours
required for industrial I nsurance, enploynent security or
prevail i ng wage purposes.

AVENDATORY  SECTION (Amending WSBR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98
effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296-400A-300 What procedures does the departnent
follow when issuing a notice of infraction? (1 If ((a
conpliance—inspector)) an authorized representative of the
departnent determnes that an individual has violated plunber
certification requirenents, i ncluding nedical gas piping
install er endorsenment requirenents, the departnent nust issue a
notice of infraction describing the reasons for the infraction.

(2) For plunber certification violations, the departnent
may i ssue a notice of infraction to either:

(a) An individual who is plunbing without a current plunber
certificate; or

(b) The enployer of the individual who is plunbing wthout
a current plunber certificate; or

(c) The enployer's authorizing agent or foreman that mnade
the work assignnment to the individual who is plunbing wthout a
current plunber certificate.

(3) For medi cal gas pi pi ng i nstall er endor senent
violations, the department nay issue a notice of infraction to
ei t her:

(a) An individual who is installing nedical gas piping
systens without a current plunber certificate and a current
nmedi cal gas piping installer endorsenment; or

(b) The enployer of the individual who is installing
medi cal gas piping systens without a current plunber certificate
and a current medical gas piping installer endorsenent; or

(c) The enployer's authorizing agent or foreman that nade
the work assignnment to the individual who is installing nedical
gas piping systens without a current plunber certificate and a
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current nedical gas piping installer endorsenent.

(4) The departnment may issue an infraction to a contractor
advertising or performng work under this chapter or chapter
18.27 RCW who is not properly registered under chapter 18.27
RCW

(5) An individual nmay appeal a notice of infraction by
conplying with the appropriate provisions of RCW 18. 106. 220.

((5»)) (6) If good cause is shown, an administrative |aw
judge my waive, reduce or suspend any nonetary penalties
resulting fromthe infraction

((6»)) (7) Any nonetary penalties collected under this
chapter, nust be deposited in the plunbing certificate fund.

AMENDATORY  SECTION (Amending WSR 97-11-052, filed 5/20/97,
effective 6/30/97)

WAC 296-400A-400 What are the nonetary penalties for
violating certification requirenments? (1) A person cited for an
infracti on under RCW 18.106. 020 ((3)a)—F(b)—or—{e)—rust)) or
18.106. 320 shall be assessed a nonetary penalty based upon the
foll owm ng schedul e:

(a) Individual

First Infraction $250.00

Second Infraction $500.00

Third Infraction $750.00

Fourth Infraction and Not more than $1,000.00
each additional

violation

(b) Contractor or D spatcher

First Infraction $250.00
Second Infraction $500.00
Third Infraction Not more than $1.000.00

(2) Each day a person is in violation ((rust—be)) is
considered a separate infraction

(3) Each job site at which a person is in violation ((sust
be)) is considered a separate infraction.
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AMENDATORY  SECTION (Anmending WSBR 97-11-052, filed 5/20/97,
effective 6/30/97)

WAC 296-400A-425 What if | owe outstanding penalties
related to a departnent issued plunber infraction? The
departnment may deny vyour application or renewal of vyour
certificate ((ef—=<conpetenecy)) or endorsenent if you owe
outstanding penalties. The departnent nust notify you of their
denial by registered mail, return receipt requested. Thi s
notice of denial wll be miled to the address on your
appl i cation.

Upon recei pt of the notice, you have twenty days to file a

notice of appeal with the departnent. Your notice of appea
must be acconmpanied by a certified check for tw hundred
dol | ars. This amount wll be returned to you if the
departnent's decision is not upheld by the hearings officer. |If
the hearings officer upholds the departnent's decision, the two
hundred dollars ((pust)) wlill be applied to the cost of the
heari ng.

The office of admnistrative hearings shall conduct the
heari ng under chapter 34.05 RCW
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